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pomp and movement of the great Alex-
ander's Feast or the vast creativeness and
upheaval, as of the world springing out of
Chaos., of St. Cecilia?s Day, but it is indeed
" Rich with Immortal Green above the rest."
It has nobility, peace, and balance, though not
all the verses have an equal beauty.
If we turn to the tumultuous splendours,
the martial pomp of Alexanders Feast^ we
shall find that some of the glory of this is,
again, derived from Dryden's absolute genius
for changing the length of the lines, for stopping
a line short, with at once violence and control,
as in
" Aloft in awful state
The God-like Hero sate."
And it is due, also, to a curious power of
repeating the same words over and over again
in such a way that, instead of being mono-
tonous, we feel, merely, that the sound is
increasing, that the drums are thundering
louder and louder :
" Happy, happy, happy Pair !
None but the Brave,
None but the Brave,
None but the Brave deserves the Fair 1 "